GEM OPAL
180-239 POINTS

COMMERCIAL OPAL
90-179 POINTS

PROMOTIONAL OPAL
<90 POINTS
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Precious opal is found in very few

places, with Australia accounting for

95% of the world’s supply.
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NATURAL PRECIOUS OPAL

A NEW SYSTEM FOR
ESTABLISHING OPAL QUALITY

INTRODUCING THE
3 Cs OF OPAL QUALITY

The new system evaluates and provides a quantifiable
score for all attributes that contribute to the overall quality
of a precious opal. We call these the 3 Cs: Category, Color,
and Cut. Each C is graded individually on a 100 point
maximum scale, and then the three scores are combined to

assign a final, comprehensive quality score.

This score is then used to classify each opal into one of 5
quality grades: Exceptional Gem Opal, Fine Gem Opal,

Gem Opal, Commercial Opal and Promotional Opal.

CATEGORY

This step of the process describes the opal as one of three
Types, each defined by the presence and degree of host

rock in the opal and points are assigned accordingly.

COLOR

There are quite a few variables to evaluate when determining
the color grade of an opal. The grading system assigns each a
maximum point value, weighted by its importance to the

overall quality of the opal’s color.

COLOR MAXIMUM
ATTRIBUTES POINTS

Opal Face 10 POINTS

Body Tone 10 POINTS

Play of Color 20 POINTS
Brightness 20 POINTS
Pattern 20 POINTS
Directionality 15 POINTS
Special Attributes 5 POINTS

(unusual colors or patterns)

CcuT

Another key to an opal’s value is the quality of its cut and the
ease of setting into a jewelry design. Some elements of Cut
are fixed, such as style/shape, weight, dimensions, but those
that are measurable are weighted based on their importance

to the overall quality of the opal.

MEASURABLE CUT MAXIMUM

ATTRIBUTES POINTS
Finish & Polish 30 POINTS
Ease of Setting 30 POINTS
Symmetry/Balance 20 POINTS
Free from Defects 20 POINTS

TYPE MAXIMUM

POINTS
TYPE 1

Solid Opal - Black 100 POINTS

Solid Opal - Light 90 POINTS
TYPE 2

Boulder Opal - Opal on 95 POINTS
host rock.
TYPE 3

Matrix Opal - Opal in 75 POINTS
host rock.

FIVE QUALITY CLASSIFICATIONS

Once an opal has been evaluated and received a numerical
grade for each of its Cs, the scores are then added up to
produce a final, singular quality grade. This grade is then used

to classify the opal into one of these five quality categories:

TOTAL QUALITY QUALITY
GRADE CLASSIFICATION

285-300 Exceptional Gem Opal
240-284 Fine Gem Opal
180-239 Gem Opal
90-179 Commercial Opal
<90 Promotional Opal

EXCEPTIONAL GEM OPAL

285-300 POINTS

FINE GEM OPAL
240-284 POINTS
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