
Australia-based Opal Horizon Ltd.
has developed a grading system for
opal based on category, colour, and
cut.
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Grading system developed for opal
A new opal grading system aimed at restoring
confidence and transparency for the trade and
consumers debuted at the Gemological
Institute of America's (GIA's) Symposium last
month.

Developed by Opal Horizon Ltd., in Brisbane,
Australia, the grading system looks to establish
specific gem-grade qualities for the stone.

"Major industry players have laid the
foundations for developing grading systems and
evaluating the 'gem grade' of the opal in the
past," said Opal Horizon managing director
Dave Horton. "What is new with [this] grading
system is the fact consumers and the industry
can now evaluate precious opals by quantifiable
grading parameters based on clearly defined
quality criteria."

The company says it is also developing an
international marketing strategy to promote
opals to the trade and consumers.

The grading system is based on the evaluation
of three quantifiable criteria—category, colour,
and cut—which will be used to determine how
an opal is graded on a scale ranging from
'exceptional gem opal' to 'promotional opal.'
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Canucks flock to JCK Toronto
Vermeil, a variety of bead and
charm lines, and awe-inspiring
diamond pieces are some of the
trends that greeted Canadian
jewellery retailers at JCK Toronto.

Jewelers Mutual makes list of top
insurance companies

Jewelers Mutual Insurance Co.
has been named one of the 50
top- performing insurance
companies.

CJA welcomes Chris Knight as new
board chair

The Canadian Jewellers
Association (CJA) has appointed
Chris Knight of Platinum Unlimited
as chair of the board of directors
for 2011-2012.

Canadian diamond-cutting firm certified
by RJC
Vancouver-based Crossworks Manufacturing is the
latest Canadian company to be certified by the
Responsible Jewellery Council (RJC).

IIJW works to promote Indian
jewellery design

The ornate, heritage-laced
jewellery of India's top designers
went on full display at the second
annual India International
Jewellery Week (IIJW).

Second quarter production results up
for Diavik

Higher ore processed at the
Diavik Mine yielded 1.79 million
carats in the second quarter of
2011.
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